PDGC Competition Rules 2026
1. Competition entry money must be paid and the competitors name entered into the competition book before starting the competition. Competitors failing to do so will be excluded from the competition.
2. Scores must be completed and the card signed by both the competitor and marker before entering the Clubhouse.
3. A Competition Card must be marked by another member of the club with a playing handicap that is current. (Not a guest.) In all gender specific competitions, wherever possible, a Gentleman should be encouraged to support a Gentlemen’s competition and a Lady do the same for a Ladies competition. However, where this cannot be accommodated a Gentleman will be allowed to mark a Ladies card and vice versa, provided that each member has a current handicap.  For Major Competitions cards must be marked by a fellow competitor.
4. For All Competitions:
The player is requested to sign-in in the pro-shop and receive a printed card before starting their round. 
1) Competitors starting their round at a time when the pro-shop is closed should enter their name in the competition book, pay any entry fees, and complete their own card writing ALL the relevant details clearly in BLOCK CAPITALS.
2) On completion of their round the competitor MUST both return their card AND if required enter their score into the Club V1 system either on the computer or via the mobile app on the same day of the competition.
3) It is the competitor’s responsibility to make the task of the competition administrator as straightforward as possible. Anyone making the task more difficult, in whatever way, this includes scores being entered into the club’s computer system, may receive a warning for the first offence, and for each subsequent offence may be suspended from the next 3 club competitions.
5. All competitions MUST start from the 1st tee unless stated otherwise. 
6. Competitions are only for amateur members of the club.
7. Groups of more than 4 are not allowed anytime on the course.
8. To be eligible to play in Major Competitions:
1) Members must have a complete WHS record and 5 individual qualifying competition cards from the previous golfing year (January to December), in their WHS handicap record. Any member with an incomplete WHS record must have at least 10 cards in their handicap record, 5 of which must be individual qualifying competition cards. Dispensation may be granted by the committee, on a case by case basis, for members who have been unable to play due to illness. Play More Golf and other types of temporary members are ineligible to play in Major Competitions and Club Teams.
2) Members playing in a scratch competition are exempt from ANY qualifying requirement.
3) All Major Competitions unless stated otherwise will have a handicap index limit of 25.8 for Gentlemen and 33.4 for Ladies (including Captain’s & Presidents Weekend).
4) Gentlemen’s Competitions (non Major) will have a maximum Playing Handicap of 36.
5) If there is a handicap limit for a competition then players with a handicap index above the limit are if they wish permitted to play in the competition off the maximum handicap allowed.  Their real handicap will be used for handicap adjustments.
9. Ride on buggies are not allowed in Major Competitions, except for:
1. Members aged 70 and over.
2. Members registered disabled.
3. Members with a doctor’s note. (Proof of the latter 2 categories must be provided to the Manager before the day of the competition)
4. Please note that a buggy must not be shared with a playing partner who does not fulfil the above requirement, or even carry any equipment belonging to such a person. 
In this event both players may be disqualified.
The use of a buggy in a Major Final qualifying event rules out the possibility of qualifying for the Final, but players are still eligible to win prize vouchers
10. Any competition may be declared void if less than twenty completed cards are returned.
11. Halved matches and Ties Stroke-play:
Ties in stroke-play competition will be decided on the last 9-6-3-2-1holes with handicaps applied proportionately. If these are ALL the same, the result shall be declared a Draw. The following exceptions apply:
1) Major Competitions (Stroke-play) – in the case of a tie, but only if unresolved over back 9-6-3-2-1, 18 holes to be replayed in the original format, e.g. medal or stableford, off original handicaps. In the event of a further tie, sudden death starting from the 1st tee. 
2) Club Championship in the event of a tie, there will be a 2-hole playoff over holes 9 and 18.
If there is still a tie, a sudden death play-off will take place by playing the 18th hole repeatedly until a result is achieved.
Match-play:
All matches ending ‘All Square’ must be played off hole by hole, starting again from the 1st tee, until one side wins a hole (Sudden Death), with handicaps applied appropriately.
3) President's Putter and Tigers' Stroke Average in event of a tie the worst round will be discarded until a winner is found.  In event of all scores been the same it will be decided on the last 9-6-3-2-1 holes of the best score.
12. As recommended by the WHS all individual match-play should be played taking the FULL difference in course handicaps. (No maximum limit to the strokes allowed)
13. Weaver Cup matches are to be played from the white markers with a Handicap Index limit of 23.3. Normal match-play rules will apply, with shots to be taken using 90% of course handicaps from the lowest handicap player. (Max 1 shot per hole.)
In case of injury to one member of a team no substitutions are allowed if the team has already played in an earlier round in the competition. If the team have not played in an earlier round a replacement would be allowed, but the said replacement must not have played in an earlier round of the competition in another team.
14. 1) Where there is a play-by date for a competition:
It is the responsibility of BOTH persons/pairs in the draw to: 
a) Before the end of the first week of the next round; offer at least 3 dates on which to play the match. 
b) Notify the Competitions Sub-Committee at least 7 days before the play by date if there are issues. Please note leaving your mobile number does not qualify as contact
c) If no agreement is reached, and the completion date has elapsed, both parties will by default forfeit their right to progress in the competition. 
The Competitions Sub-Committee will make any final decision on the outcome where required.
2) No extension to the closing date for the round will be granted for any reason other than unforeseen course closure and then only at the discretion of the Competitions Sub-Committee.
15. When playing a 4BBB, no player may compete as part of more than 1 pairing. A player who is playing as a marker in a 4BBB played from the white tees has dispensation to play from the same tees.
16. Members stopping at the Halfway House must not delay play, and must invite the following group through if the 10th hole is clear and they do not wish to stop.
17. When a ‘Start Sheet’ is in operation, entries should be made in the pro-shop. 
The Club Championship will have an entry closing date normally the Wednesday prior to the competition date. This will be published when the competition entry opens. No entries will be accepted beyond the closing date.
Entry fees must be paid at time of entry. See the diary for when entries sheets are available. 
No refunds will be made less than 7 days before entry closure, or less than 7 days before the competition, whichever is the earlier. 
Refunds will be made if the course is closed on the day of the competition.
18. In winter, when ‘use of a "SMART MAT" on the fairway’ is in place, this rule is for the protection of the course and is therefore mandatory.  Failure to use a mat when the ball is played from the fairway will result in a 2 shot penalty for the 1st offence, and disqualification for any subsequent offence. "SMART MATS" are available for sale from the Pro’s Shop.  
       Any ball laying off the fairway may be cleaned and placed then played from the ground (unless  a temporary local rule is in place stating otherwise). 
19. The Gentlemen’s Invitation Day Competition is for a full playing member to invite another member from a bona fide Golf Club (no exceptions).
Juniors are allowed to invite other juniors from bona fide Golf Clubs. Four juniors are not allowed to play together.
20. President’s Putter – 4 out of 6 monthly medal cards wins the President’s Putter. In the event of the aggregate scores being the same, the winner will be the player with the lowest nett score. 
Of the 6-Monthly Medals and Stablefords played between May and October 3 will be scheduled on Saturdays and 3 on Sundays, whenever possible according to the constraints of the diary.
21. 5-Day members are not allowed to play in Club Competitions that are played at weekends, except for the Weaver or Waring Knock Out competition, after the payment of the appropriate weekend fee.





